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Sunday, August 19, 2018 FBC Vidalia 
Dr. Ricky Cummings Morning Service 
Series: A Church on a Mission! – A Study of the Book of Acts  
Sermon:  The FATHER knows best! Acts 8:1-8 

 

Acts 8:1-8 (ESV) 1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  
2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering 
house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 4 Now those who were scattered 
went about preaching the word.  5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the 
crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he 
did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed 
or lame were healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city.  
 
Acts 22:4 (ESV) I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women,  
 
Galatians 1:13 (ESV) For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and 
tried to destroy it. 
  
Acts 8:1 (ESV)  And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
 
Acts 11:19 (ESV) Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.  
 
1. Persecution Advances the Gospel    
 

Acts 8:1b (ESV)  And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
 
Acts 1:8 (ESV) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
Matthew 5:10-12 (ESV) 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.  

  
2. People Will React Differently to Those Who Live Godly Lives   

 
Acts 8:1b (ESV)  And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
 
Acts 11:19 (ESV) Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far 
as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.  
 
Acts 8:2 (ESV) Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 
 
Acts 8:3 (ESV)  But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women 
and committed them to prison. 
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3. Proclamation of the WORD Produces Great Joy   
 

Acts 8:4-8 (ESV)  4  Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said 
by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came 
out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city.  
 
Acts 10:43 (ESV) To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 


