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Wednesday, January 10, 2018 FBC Vidalia 
Dr. Ricky Cummings  
Series: Romans – The Gospel of God  
Sermon:  God’s Sovereign Work – Part 2                          Romans 8:28-32 
 
Romans 8:28-32 (ESV) 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things?  
 
The ordo salutis (order of salvation)  
 

1. Foreknowledge: God’s setting his love upon those who would be conformed to his Son’s image. 
2. Predestination: God’s determining the destiny of those upon whom he has set his love. 
3. Calling: God’s effectual call from death to life those upon whom he has set his love. 
4. Regeneration: God’s quickening, making alive, the spirit of those who are called so that they can believe. 
5. Faith: God’s gift of faith (Eph. 2:8–9) exercised by the regenerate. 
6. Repentance: The turning from sin of those who have believed (this step is often combined with faith into a step 

of faith-repentance, or repentance and faith). 
7. Justification: God’s declaring as righteous those who have repented and believed. 
8. Adoption: God’s inclusion of the justified in the family of God. 
9. Sanctification: God’s work through the Holy Spirit to conform those in the family of God into the image of his 

Son. 
10. Perseverance: God’s insuring that those who are adopted complete their pilgrimage of faith. 
11. Glorification: God’s fulfillment of his purposes—the making of fallen sinners into the image of his Son, Jesus 

Christ, for eternity. 
 

Foreknowledge 
 
Ephesians 1:3-14 (ESV) 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished 
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 
glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory.  
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The word used in Romans 8 by the apostle Paul, which is translated “foreknowledge,” is the word prŏginō. It comes from 
a form of the noun gnosis, which is the Greek word for knowledge. The word for knowledge in New Testament Greek is 
used in two distinct ways.  
 
Romans 1:21 (ESV) For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
 
Genesis 4:1 (ESV) Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the 
help of the LORD.”  
 
Predestined 

 
The word predestinate in the Greek text also contains the prefix pro-. The word is prŏŏrizō, which means, according to 
the Greek lexicons, “a sovereign determination in which a fixed or definite limit is sovereignly decreed.”  
 
John 17:1-5 (ESV) 1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.  
 
Romans 9:14-16 (ESV) 14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For he says to Moses, 
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it 
depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
 
Our Response 

What then shall we say to these things? (v. 31) 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A31

