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Sunday, December 30, 2018 FBC Vidalia 
Dr. Ricky Cummings Morning Service 
Series: A Church on a Mission! – A Study of the Book of Acts  
Sermon:  Submission to Christ and the Mission! Acts 15:36-Acts 16:10 
 

   
2 Corinthians 11:23-28 (ESV) 23 Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far 
greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24 Five times I received at the 
hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, 
danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger 
from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in 
cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.  
 
Acts 15:36 (ESV) And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brothers in every city where we 
proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.”  
 
Acts 14:19 (ESV) But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and 
dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead.  
 
Acts 15:37-41 (ESV) 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take 
with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39 And there arose 
a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 
40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went 
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  
 
Silas – a Roman citizen (Acts 16 shows us he was illegally thrown in jail), which means he was an asset to Paul on his 
mission.  Acts 15:22 we see that Silas was a leader in the Jerusalem church.  Acts 15:32 we see he was also a prophet.  
Silas was probably the coauthor of Thessalonians and Peter.  Many think he was the Amanuensis (or secretary) of Paul’s 
letters.  He wrote the letter as Paul dictated it.  
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Acts 16:1 (ESV) Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman 
who was a believer, but his father was a Greek.    
  
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (ESV) 19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of 
them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law 
(though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as 
one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the 
law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak.  I have become all things to all people, that by all means I 
might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.  
 
Disciples of Christ are submissive to the Holy Spirit and His guidance!  
 
Acts 16:6-10 (ESV) 6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 
to speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a 
man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul 
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.  
 
Acts 27:42-44 (ESV) 42 The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim away and escape.  
43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to 
jump overboard first and make for the land, 44 and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was that all were 
brought safely to land.  
 
Acts 16:10 (ESV) And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that 
God had called us to preach the gospel to them.  
 
 
 


