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Sunday, May 20, 2018 FBC Vidalia 
Dr. Ricky Cummings Evening Service 
Series: Christ the Logos – A Study of the Gospel of John  
Sermon:  Spiritual Birth – Part 2                        John 3:14-21 
 

Purpose of the Gospel of John: 
 

John 20:30-31 (ESV) 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.  
 

John 3:14-21 (ESV) 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  
15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 
light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  
 

Numbers 21:4-9 (ESV) 4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the 
people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”  
6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.  
7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray 
to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, 
“Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a 
bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.  
 

2 Kings 18:4 (ESV) He removed the high places and broke the pillars and cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces 
the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it (it was called 
Nehushtan). 
 

The people who had been bitten by the poisonous snakes were going to die, so God gave them a cure to save them 
from certain destruction.  
 

Apart from Christ, and apart from his atoning work on the cross, we are as exposed to death and destruction as those 
people who had been bitten by deadly snakes. Trusting in Jesus and what He did on the cross will bring a cure, just as 
looking to Moses’ bronze serpent did, but the cure to be obtained by looking to Jesus is so much better. Looking to 
Jesus will cure the problem of spiritual deadness brought on by sin, and it will do so for eternity. 
 

John 3:16 (ESV) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.   
 

Jesus Christ Came to Save! 
 

John 3:17-21 (ESV) 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come 
into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does 
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  


