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Wednesday, November 7, 2018 FBC Vidalia 
Dr. Ricky Cummings  
Series: Rescued by God – A Study of Genesis 12-50  
Sermon:  God’s Purpose                          Genesis 25:1-26 
 

1. God’s purpose will stand. 
 

A. God’s choice usually runs counter to man’s wisdom. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (ESV) 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being 
might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 

 
B. God’s choice operates on the principle of grace, not merit. 

 
Romans 9:6-13 (ESV) 6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac 
shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, 
but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About this time next 
year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children 
by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in 
order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she 
was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  

 
2. We must submit and commit ourselves to God’s purpose. 
 

A. We must submit. 
 

So the proper response is simply to submit to God and seek to obey what His Word clearly reveals, namely, that 
God’s sovereign purpose according to His unconditional choice will stand; and, at the same time, I am responsible 
to submit and obey.  

 
B. We must commit. 

 
3. When we submit and commit ourselves to God’s purpose, He blesses us. 
 
From 2000 Baptist Faith and Message: 
 
V. God's Purpose of Grace 
 
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is 
consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious 
display of God's sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes 
humility. 
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All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall 
away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, 
whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal 
judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 
 
Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-
45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:27-
29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-
28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 
11:39–12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2. 
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