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Wednesday, March 28, 2018 FBC Vidalia 
Dr. Ricky Cummings  
Series: Romans – The Gospel of God  
Sermon:  A Christian and the Government                          Romans 13:1-7 
 
Truths about the Government: 
 

1. Civil government is a part of God's purpose for the world.  
 
Romans 13:1-2 (ESV) 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists 
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 

 
      2.     Government leaders are servants of God.   
 

Romans 13:3-4 (ESV) 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the 
one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for 
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, 
an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.  
 
Isaiah 10:1-3 (ESV) 1 Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing oppression, 
2 to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right, that widows may be their 
spoil, and that they may make the fatherless their prey! 3 What will you do on the day of punishment, in the ruin 
that will come from afar? To whom will you flee for help, and where will you leave your wealth?  

 
God’s purposes of government: 
 

   To protect human life 
 

   To protect personal and property rights  
 

    To handle disputes between people   
 

   To punish lawbreakers 
 

Romans 13:4 (ESV)  for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear 
the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.  

 
A Christian’s responsibility and relationship to the government: 
 

   A Christian is a citizen of heaven. 
 

Philippians 3:20 (ESV) But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,…  
 

Ephesians 2:19 (ESV) So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God,… 
 
Luke 20:22-25 (ESV) 22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 23 But he perceived their craftiness, 
and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, 
“Caesar’s.” 25 He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” 
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   A Christian’s primary obedience is to God.   
 

Acts 4:13-20 (ESV) 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But 
seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when 
they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What shall we 
do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us 
warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak 
or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and 
heard.”  
 
Acts 5:27-29 (ESV) 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the 
apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.” 
 

   When possible, Christians should obey the law. 
 

Titus 3:1 (ESV) Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every 
good work,…  

 
A. Romans 13:1 (ESV) Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.  
  

B. Romans 13:3 (ESV) For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of 
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval,…  

 
Romans 13:4 (ESV) for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does 
not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on 
the wrongdoer.   

 
C. Romans 13:5 (ESV) Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for 

the sake of conscience. 
  
D. 1 Peter 2:13-17 (ESV) 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to 

the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 
those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor.  

 

   Christians are to pray for public officials. 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 (ESV) 1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, 
godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires 
all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  
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   Christians are to pay taxes required by the government. 
 

Romans 13:6-7 (ESV) 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to 
whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.  

 

   Christians should influence the government for good. 
 

Matthew 5:13-16 (ESV) 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 14 “You 
are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under 
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

 
 

 


