
 

 

Shavuot – Feast of Pentecost – Feast of Weeks 

The feast of weeks is a spring harvest festival following Passover. It begins with a waving of a 

single sheaf of the first fruits on the day after the Sabbath. Then, 7 weeks are counted leading to 

the culmination on the 50
th

 day (the day after the 7
th
 Sabbath).    

Deuteronomy 16:9-12 (ESV) 
9 
“You shall count seven weeks. Begin to count the seven weeks 

from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain. 
10 

Then you shall keep the Feast of 

Weeks to the LORD your God with the tribute of a freewill offering from your hand, which you 

shall give as the LORD your God blesses you. 
11 

And you shall rejoice before the LORD your 

God, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, the 

Levite who is within your towns, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are among 

you, at the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell there. 
12 

You 

shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt; and you shall be careful to observe these 

statutes.  

 

The Feast of Weeks marks the conclusion of the counting of the 7 weeks and is known by 

several different names in the Bible. In Hebrew, it is called “Shavuot” which means weeks, and 

refers to the counting of 7 weeks. In Greek, it is called “Pentecost,” which means 50, and refers 

to the 50 days of counting. It is also called the Festival of Reaping and Day of the First Fruits, 

because it is the Spring Harvest Festival.   

Leviticus 23:15-22 (ESV) 
15 

“You shall count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, 

from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering. 
16 

You shall count fifty days to the 

day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall present a grain offering of new grain to the 

LORD. 
17 

You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of 

two tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as 

firstfruits to the LORD. 
18 

And you shall present with the bread seven lambs a year old without 

blemish, and one bull from the herd and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the LORD, 

with their grain offering and their drink offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the 

LORD. 
19 

And you shall offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as 

a sacrifice of peace offerings. 
20

 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits 

as a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the LORD for 

the priest. 
21 

And you shall make a proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy 

convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a statute forever in all your dwelling 

places throughout your generations. 
22

 “And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall 

not reap your field right up to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 

You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.”  

 



 

 

In ancient times, the grain harvest lasted 7 weeks. It began with the harvesting of barley at 

Passover and ended with the harvesting of wheat at Shavuot.   

 
John 14:26 (ESV) But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 

will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

 

Acts 2:1-4 (ESV) 
1 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.  

2 
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. 
3 
And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and 

rested on each one of them. 
4 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

 

Exodus 20:18 (ESV) Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and 

the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and 

they stood far off.   

 

“Rabi Yochanan said, “When God’s voice came forth at Mt. Sinai, it divided itself into 70 

human languages, so that the whole world might understand it.  All at Mt Sinai, young and old, 

women, children, and infants according to their ability to understand.”  Midrash Exodus Rabbah 

5:9 

 

At Sinai, Yahweh gave the law written on stone tablets, but at Pentecost He gave the law 

written in the hearts of the people through the Holy Spirit.   

 

Jeremiah 31:33 (ESV) For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. 

And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.   

 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 (ESV) 
26 

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 

you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
27 

And I 

will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my 

rules. 

 
  


