Sunday, September 16, 2018 FBC Vidalia

Dr. Ricky Cummings Morning Service
Series: A Church on a Mission! — A Study of the Book of Acts
Sermon:  Are you kicking against the goads? Acts 9:1-9 and Acts 26:12-18

1. There is no limit to the transforming grace of God!

Acts 8:3 (ESV) But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women
and committed them to prison.

Acts 9:1-2 (ESV) ' But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men
or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Saul’s conversion is important for a number of reasons:

e Saul had to see the risen Christ in order to be an apostle.

1 Corinthians 15:8 (ESV) Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

e |t testifies to the resurrection of Jesus!

e Paul says his conversion serves as an example for those who would come to faith in Christ!

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (ESV) * | thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me
faithful, appointing me to his service, *> though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But
| received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, ** and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. ™ The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. *® But | received mercy for this reason, that in me,

as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him
for eternal life. ¥’ To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Philippians 3:4-6 (ESV) * though | myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has
reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®asto zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

2. Are you resisting the will of God?

Acts 26:12-18 (ESV) ™ “In this connection | journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief
priests. > At midday, O king, | saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and
those who journeyed with me. ** And when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a voice saying to me in the
Hebrew language,[a] ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” > And |
said, “‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘1 am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But rise and stand upon your
feet, for | have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you
have seen me and to those in which | will appear to you, *’ delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—
to whom | am sending you *® to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of
Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’
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God pursues the lost!

Acts 9:2-6 (ESV) * and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. > Now as he went on his way, he approached
Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. * And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying
to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” > And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “l am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. ° But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”

Philippians 3:4-11 (ESV) * though | myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has
reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®asto zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. ’ But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, |
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ° and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith— '° that | may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, ** that by any means possible | may attain the resurrection from
the dead.

Philippians 3:12 (ESV) Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

Has Jesus taken hold of you?

Are you kicking against the goads?
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